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a porch of ten feet, and seventy-five feet| have been broken up and carried away, no one 

broad. can tell. We could not distinguish the*order 

“The alcove for the altar, occupying the | of their architecture; nor is there any trace of 

| greater part of the éastern end, which assumes | foundations round about, which might afford a 


ia rounded form, is rather an imposing piece of 
mixed architecture. ‘The Greek style predomi- 
nates in it. ‘The windows are high up and 
narrow, and the whole church has at the same 
time an air of defence. The architecture 
limits the antiquity of this edifice to the period 
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clue to the nature of the edifice. Phocas and 
Brocardus describe the top of the hill, as occu- 
pied in their day by a Greek church and mo- 
nastery, and these eclumns may possibly have 
been connected with the former. Yet they 
have certainly much more the appearance of 


For ** The Friend.” 
Biblical Researches in Palestine, Mount 
Sinai and Arabia Petrea. By Evwarp 
Roeinson. 
(Continued from page 258 ) 


Proceeding in a direction generally north- 
west, and passing near the village of Rafidia, 
containing a Christian population of about 500, 
in an hour and a half, Sebustieh came into full 
view with * its broad and noble basin, into 
which the valley, coming from Nabulus, may 
be said to spread out. 

** We now had a lomg and gradual descent 
into the southern valley, out of which the bill 


of the Crusades; though it is not improbable | having once belonged to a heathen temple. 
that a portion of the eastern end may be of an| ‘The view from the summit of the hill pre- 
earlier date. sents a splendid panorama of the fertile basin 
‘The tomb is a little chamber excavated | and the mountains around, teeming with large 
deep in the rock, to which the descent is by | villages, and includes also a long extent of the 
twenty-one steps. In progress of time tradi-| Mediterranean. Descending the hill on the 
tion has confounded the sepulchre with the | west southwest, we came to the very remark- 
prison and place of execution of the Saint ; and | able colonnade which once ran from this point 
this vault is now, and has been for centuries, | along the belt of level ground on the south side 
shown alsoas the latter. Yet Josephus relates | of the hill, apparently quite around to the pre- 
expressly, that John was beheaded in the castle | sent site of the village. It begins at a mass of 
of Machaerus on the east of the Dead Sea; and | ruins on this quarter of the hill, which may 
Eusebius copies this testimony, thereby show-| have been a temple, or thore probably an arch 
ing that no other eredible tradition was extant | of triumph, or something of the like kind, 


of Sebustieh rises; and ascending again from 
the valley along the eastern side of the hill, we| im 
reached that place at 9h. 10’. The fine round | cent to the church ae 
swelkag hill, or dimost mountain, of Samdriay{ which is surmount 


higher mountains on every side. It is nearer | dwellings. We now ascended the hill rth 
the eastern side of the basin, and is indeed con- | the west, and came soon to the Sele ave) 


in his day. looking out west northwest over the green val- 


‘‘ The village itself presents no other ruin of | ley, and towards the sea, forming apparently 
portance, unless it be a square tower adja-|the entrance of the city on this side. From 
e south, the dotfom of| here the colomnade runs east, southerst for 


] by a mass of stoping} about 1000 feet, and then curves to the left, 
stands alone in the midst of this great basin of| work. Many fragments of ancient columns | following the base of the hill. 


some two hours in diameter, surrounded by | and sculpture are also built into the modern! part, about sixt 


In the western 
y limestone columns are still 
erect, most of them on ground recently plough- 
ed; and further east are some twenty more 


nected with the eastern mountains, somewhat | of the village. ‘They were still in full oper- 


| standing irregularly at various intervals. Many 


after the manner of a promontory, by a much jation; although the harvest seemed to be| more than these lie prostrate, and we could 
lower ridge, having a wady both on the south | chiefly gathered in. Here we first fell in with | trace whole columns, or fragments, nearly or 


and on the north. ‘The mountains and the val- 
leys around are to a great extent arable, and 
enlivened by many villages and the hand _ 
cultivation. From all these circumstances, the | 
situation of the ancient Samaria is one of great | 
beauty. The hill itself is cultivated to the | 
top; and, at about midway of the ascent, is 
surrounded by a narrow terrace of level land, 
like a belt, below which the roots of the hill 
spread off more gradually into the valleys. 
Higher up too are the marks of slighter ter- 
races, once occupied perhaps by the streets of 
the ancient city. 

“The village lies on the belt, on the east 
side. We ascended to it by a very steep and 
winding path, among ancient foundations, 
arches, walls, and the like. The village is 
modern; the houses are tolerably built of 
stones from the ancient remains. The first 
object which presents itself, and at the same 
time the most conspicuous ruin of the place, is 
the church dedicated to St. John the Baptist. 
The walls remain entire to a considerable 
height, enclosing a large space; in which are 
now a mosk, and a small building over the 
reputed tomb of St. John. The dimensions of 
the church are 153 feet long inside, besides 





the sled, or sledge, as used for threshing. It| quite to the village. ‘The columns which we 
consists simply of two planks, fastened together | measured were sixteen feet high, two feet in 
side by side, and bent upwards in front; pre- | diameter at the base, and one foot eight inches 
ciselv like the common stone-sledge of New| at the top. ‘The capitals are gone; we could 
England, though less heavy. - Many holes are | no where find a trace of them remaining. The 
bored in the bottom underneath, and into these width of the colonnade was fifty feet. We 
are fixed sharp fragments of hard stone. ‘The | measured from the western end for more than 
machine is dragged by the oxen as they are| 1900 feet, and were afterwards satisfied that it 
driven round upon the grain ; sometimes a man | extended for 1000 feet or more further; making 
or boy sits upon it; but we did not see it other-| its whole length not much less than 3000 feet. 
wise loaded. ‘he effect of it is, to cutup the} “ This colonnade is doubtless to be referred 
straw quite fine. We afierwards saw this|to the time of Herod the Great, who rebuilt 
instrument frequently in the north of Palestine. | and adorned Samaria with splendid structure, 
** The whole hill of Sebustieh consists of fer-| But the purpose of the work, and the edifice it 
tile soil; it is now cultivated to the top, and| was intended to decorate, are alike unknown, 
has upon it many olive and fig trees. ‘The}and these columns now stand solitary and 
ground has been ploughed for centuries; and | mournful in the midst of ploughed fields, the 
hence it is now in vain to look here for the | skeleton as it were of departed glory. 
foundations and stones of the ancient oy: | “I find no mention of this colonnade by 
They have been either employed in the con-) travellers before the present century, except in 
structions of the later village, or removed from | very general terms. ‘There were said to be 
the soil in order to admit the plongh. Yet, on| likewise columns on the north side of the hill; 
approaching the summit, we came suddenly | which, however, time did not permit us to seek 
upon an area once surrounded by limestone | out. 
columns, of which fifteen are still standing, and ‘*Sebustieh is the Arabic form of Sebaste, 


two prostrate. ‘They measured seven feet nine | another foreign Greek appellation, which, since 
inches in circumference. How many more the days of Herod, has continued to usurp the 
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place of the earlier name Samaria, This | 
ancient city, the later capital of the kingdom of|six others are preserved, the last of whom, 
the ten tribes, was built by Omri, king of} Pelagius, attended the Synod at Jerusalem in 
Israel, about 925 u. c., after he had purchased|a. p. 536. ‘The city fell, with Nabulus, into 
the hill from Shemer its owner, from whom the |the power of the Muhammedans during the 
city took its name. ‘The site of this capital | siege of Jerusalem ; but we hear nothing more 
was therefore a chosen one; and it would be | of it, until the time of the Crusades, except the 
difficult-to find, in all Palestine, a situation of slight mention by St. Willibald, in the ninth 
equal strength, fertility, and beauty combined. | century. At what time the splendid city of 
In all these particulars, it has very greatly the | Herod was laid in ruins, we are no where 
advantage over Jerusalem. It continued to be| informed; but all the notices of the fourth 
the capital of Israel for two centuries, and until century and later, would lead us to infer, that 
the carrying away of the ten tribes by Shalma- the destruction had already taken place before 





neser, under king Hoshea, about 720 B. c. | 
During all this time it was the seat of idolatry ; 
and is often denounced by the prophets, some- | 
times in connection with Jerusalem. Here too 
was the scene of many of the acts of the pro- 
phets Elijah and Elisha, connected with the 
various famines in the land, the unexpected 
plenty in Samaria, and the various deliverances 
of the city from the Syrians. 

** Afier the carrying away of the ten tribes, 
Samaria appears to have continued, for a time | 
at least, as the chief city of the foreigners 
brought into their place ; though Sichem (Na- 
bulus) as we have seen, soon became the capi- | 
tal of the Samaritans as a religious sect. It is 
sometimes difficult to distinguish, whether 
under the name Samaria, the city or the region 
is meant. John Hyrcanus took the city after a 
year’s siege, and razed it to the ground. Yet 
it must soon have revived; for we find Sama- 
ria not long after mentioned still as in the pos- 
session of the Jews. Pompey restored it to 
its own inhabitants, and it was afterwards built 
up again by Gabinius. Augustus, after the 
death of Antony and Cleopatra, bestowed Sa- 
maria on Herod the Great, who ultimately 
rebuilt the city with great magnificence and 
strength, and gave it the name of Sebaste, in 
honour of Augustus. (The name Sebasfe is 
the Greek translation of the Latin epithet or 
name 4ugusta.) Here he placed a colony of 
6000 persons, composed partly of veteran sol- 
diers, and partly of people from the country 
round about; enlarged the circumference of the 
city, and erected around it a strong wall, twenty 
stadia in circuit. In the midst of the city, he 
left a sacred place of a furlong and a half, splen- 
didly decorated ; and here he erected a temple 
in honour of Augustus, which was celebrated 
for its magnitude and beauty. ‘The whole city 
was greatly ornamented, and became a strong | 
fortress. Such was apparently the Samaria of | 
the New Testament, where Philip preached 
the gospel, and a church was gathered by the 
apostles. ‘That the colonnade now seen along 
the southern side of the hill, was connected with 
this temple, although not in itself improbable, 
is yet more perhaps than we are warranted 
certainly to affirm. 

“In the next following centuries we know 
nothing of Sebaste, except from its coins, of | 
which there are several, extending from Nero 
to Geta, the brother of Caracalla. Septimius 
Severus appears also to have established there 
a Roman colony, in the beginning of the third 
century. Eusebius scarcely mentions the city 
as extant; but Jerome speaks frequently of it, 
as do other writers of the same and later age. 
Samaria early became an Episcopal see. The 
bishop Marius or Marinus was present at the 





that early period. 

‘¢* The Crusaders afford us little information as 
to the Sebaste of their day,”’ and until the pre- 
sent century, the notices of it, by all writers, is 
very slight. ‘* There are in Sebustieh a few 
Greek Christians ; and a titular Greek bishop 
of Sebaste resides in the convent at Jerusa- 
lem.” 

Robinson left Sebustieh at 10h. 40’ on the 
morning of the 15th, and still pursuing, in a 
northerly direction, the road along the moun- 
tainous region already mentioned as dividing 


the valley of the Jordan from the lowlands of|lee shore. 


the Mediterranean, on the sixteenth, at seven in 
the morning he arrived at a point where this 
range is interrupted by the passage of a broad 
valley from the Jordan towards the great plain 
of Esdraelon, thus forming the only natural 
avenue from that river to the sea in all Pales- 
tine, 

It was a spot replete with interest. He 
had now come within view of Little Hermon 
and the precipice hard-by Nazareth, called 
“the Mountain of the Precipitation ;’’ the fa- 
mous plain of Esdraelon occupied the western 
and northwestern part of the landséape as far 
as the Mediterranean, Mount Carmel, and the 
range of highlands connecting it with the 
mountains of Samaria, forming the southern 
and southwestern boundary of that noble area, 
and along their northeastern base the ancient 
river Kishon still poured its waters. On the 
east were the mountains of Gilboa where Saul 
and Jonathan fell ingloriously. 


(To be continued.) 
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THE LIFE-PRESERVER. 


The following little Tract, left at the front 
door of my residence a few days ago, being 
No. 431 of the American Tract Society’s pub- 
lications, I have thought might very properly 
have a place in ** The Friend.” In style and 
spirit, it bears no slight resemblance to the 
sprightly and instructive lessons of honest Old 
Humphrey. S.R. 


Commencing a long journey which was to 
take me upon most of our western lakes and 
rivers, I had the precaution to provide myself 
with a life-preserver of the best construction. 
My reasons for doing this were these. I had 
always felt great confidence in these simple 
instruments. They are constructed on princi- 
ples perfectly philosophical. Several indi- 
viduals from the circle of my own acquaintance 
had been saved by them when in imminent 
peril. ‘The expense of the article was very 
trifling. It was not at all in the way. So far 








council of Nicea a. p. 325, and the names of| from this, I found it a positive convenience, as 


a cushion by day, and a pillow by night. 

My custom was, every night before retiring 
to sleep, to examine my life-preserver, and see 
that it was where I could place my hand upon 
it in an instant; and often, when the winds 
blew and the waves dashed against the boat, I 
felt a sense of security in the possession of that 
which, with the blessing of God, might pre- 
serve me in an emergency; and this of itself 
amply repaid me for my purchase. 

Soon after entering the Mississippi river, we 
were not a little agitated by an accident which 
befel the boat. ‘The night was dark and tem- 
pestuous, and the “ Father of waters’ angry 
and frightful. ‘The passengers sprang from 
their berths and rushed together into the main 
saloon. The accident proved to be of small 
consequence; and the alarm very soon sub- 
sided. 

Returning to my state-room, with this inci- 
dent fresh in mind, I fell into a sort of waking 
dream. I thought I was on one of our inland 
seas, in a violent tempest. Our vessel, dis- 
masted and disabled, was rapidly driving on a 
Death, in one of its most frightful 
forms, was staring us in the face, for the captain 
was heard to say, “* We are all gone for this 
world.” ‘The passengers were evidently making 
ready for the last struggle. And now I ob- 
served, for the first time, that some, amid the 
general consternation, seemed perfectly calm 
and composed. ‘They were very solemn, but 
gave no sign of fear. On looking again I saw 
that they were provided with life-preservers, 
large and strong, of the very best kind. These 
they had already attached to their persons, and 
feeling the utmost confidence in this means of 
preservation, they were quietly waiting. the 
issue. An emotion of joy was depicted on 
their countenances, as if they were thanking 
God that they had secured, in good season, 
what was now of great price. 

But how shall I describe the terrors and 
dismay of the other passengers as they passed 
to and fro before my eye. Very few had 
any hope of reaching the shore. Their faces 
were pale, and they wrung their hands in 
despair. 

‘* What a fool I was,”’ said one, * that I did 
not buy a life-preserver before I left home. / 
always meant to doit. ‘They were exposed 
for sale right. before my eye every day. My 
friends entreated me to procure one, and I 
promised that I would. I thought I could ob- 
tain one at any time. But J put it off, and 
now it is too late.” 

«« J did not believe there was any danger,” 
said another. ‘I have passed over these lakes 
many times, and never saw such a storm be- 
fore. ’*Tis true; I was warned that come they 
would, in an hour when I looked not for them; 
but as I had passed safely without a life pre- 
server before, J concluded to run the risk 
again.” 

Another I observed hastening to his trunk, 
and returning instantly with the case of a life- 
preserver in his hand, but an expression 0 
blank despair on his countenance. The article 
had once been good, but he had not taken care 
of it. He had thrown it loosely among his 
effects, and it had been punctured by a pin. It 
was now a mockery of his wo. He tried to 
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mend it, but this was impossible. ‘There was | 
not time for this. 

Another produced with great joy what seem- 
ed an excellent life-preserver, but when he 
proceeded to adjust it, he found that he had | 
been cheated. Jt was a counterfeit article. 
He did not procure it at the right place. 7% 
all appearance it was sound. It would retain 
its shape and buoyancy for a while, but would 
not bear the pressure of a man’s whole weight. 
It would answer very well for a few minutes in 
smooth water, but could not be relied on in an 
emergency. He had never examined it before ; 
and now, in the hour of need, found it utterly 
worthless. 

At length my eye avas arrested by a young 
man who had been notorious throughout the 
voyage for his gaiety and frivolity. On one oc- 
casion, during a pleasant day, he had made sport 
of those who had wisely prepared for the time 
of peril. He pronounced their forethought a 
waste of money. And now I saw him address- 
ing a gentleman whom he had previously ridi- 
culed, and in a subdued and anxious manner 
inquiring whether his life-preserver was not 
capable of saving them both. The man replied 
that he would most gladly extend any help in 
his power, but it was made only for one per- 
son, and was not warranted to sustain more. 

Reader! THERE Is A HOPE WHICH IS AS AN 
ANCHOR TO THE SOUL, BOTH SURE AND STEAD- 
rast. The ground on which it rests is the 
mercy of God, through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The time is coming when you will. certainly 
need it. Life may now be like'a smooth and 
sunny sea; but very soon you will be amid the 
swellings of Jordan. 

A good hope in Christ is certain to save. 
Never did one perish who possessed it. It 
was never known to point.in the time of 
need. Millions have been saved by it; and 
God has promised that it shall never make 
ashamed. Is it not wise for you to obtain it? 

To say the least, it can do youno harm. It 
cannot encumber you during your life-time. It 
is worth every thing, €ven in prosperous days 
and beneath cloudless skies. The sense of 
security, which religion creates, is of great 
price. ‘To know that whatever may happen, 
you are safe; to be confident that “ neither life 
nor death, things present, nor things to come, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
is able to separate us from the love of God 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord’’—is it not 
worth more than all silver and gold ? 

Moreover, this hope is freely offered. It is 
‘*set before you.” It is pressed upon your 
acceptance. Because of this, do not say that 
you can obtain it at any time. For this is not 
true. There is no time to forge and bend an 
anchor when the storm is raging. If you post- 
pone repentance too long, disappointment and 
destruction will overtake you without remedy. 
Do not delay the pursuit of religion. Seek it 
first of all. Pious friends entreat you to seek 
it now. The experience of those who have 
delayed too long, and died ** without hope,” 
warns you to be wise in season. 

Be careful that your hope is of the right kind. 
There is a hope which perisheth when God 
taketh away the soul. There are false spirits, 
false religions, false hopes, and counterfeit 
graces. Examine well the hope which is in 


you. Be'sure that it rests on the right foun-| ‘The summit of all our desires, as regarded this 
dation, Jesus Christ being the chief corner-| tour, seemed now within reach. Actually in 
stone. Judea, we were scarcely more than a day’s 
If you have found hope in Christ, take care | journé} from Jerusalem, and the heart beat 
of your hope. One secret sin will destroy it, | high with expectation. 
and make it worse than useless in the hour of| ‘+ Ascending and descending among the 
need. Protect it from injury ; wateh it; keep | mountains of Judah, we passed the villages of 
it with ail diligence. And as you cannot tell| Koofursayah on the left, and Sinjun on the 
the day nor the hour when the Son of man|right, and reached a mound on which stand 
cometh, be always ready. Let your light be some ruins, called Attel, or ‘ ‘The Heap.’ From 
trimmed and burning as men that wait for their| this point, for a distance of about two hours, 
Lord. Death can never be unexpected, if you| the entire slopes of the hills, from the base to 
are always anticipating it; never sudden, if you | the summit, are, or have been laid out in ter- 
are always prepared for it. races. ‘The great majority are fallen into decay, 
Remember that religion is a concern between | but enough remain to show what once existed ; 
your own soul and God. ‘The conduct of} and, here and there, near a village, a dozen in 
others is no excuse for you. “ He that is wise, |a state of repair and cultivation, indicate what 
is wise for himself, and he that scorneth, he| might exist again. ‘The rock is of a kind 
alone must bear it.’”” Soon, very soon the hour} easily converted into soil, which, being ar- 
of trial will come. ‘The winds will blow, the} rested by the terraces, constitutes long narrow 
rain fall, and the floods come, and the great| gardens, whose produce exposed to the genial 
storm beat against your house. You must go| warmth of the sun is rapidly matured, and an 
down into the river of death alone. Friends} abundant increase obtained. When the coun- 
cannot go with you; they cannot help you. | try was filled, as formerly, with an overflow- 
But “he that believeth in Jesus is safe,” even|ing population, every terrace was doubtless 
when the waves and billows go over his soul. | cultivated, and in their hills the tountless hosts 
The arm of the Redeemer will keep-you from | of Israel found both security from invasion 
sinking; and amidst the pains and mysteries | and the means of support; but when the land 
of dying, you may lift ap your head and say, | fell under the curse of the Almighty, the ter- 
‘Thou wilt keep him in perfeet peace whose | races became dilapidated, and the soil, gradu- 
mind is stayed on thee,” and a voice from | ally formed on the slopes, was washed down 
heaven shall answer, “* Fear not; when thou'| by the first abundant rain; so that the hills, 
passest through the waters I will be with thee, | once clothed with vineyards, fig trees, and 
and through the rivers they shall not overflow | olives, then ceased to present to the eye any- 
thee ;”” and, borne along by the “ everlasting | thing but their own arid rocks, Hence the 
arms” which are beneath you, you shall reach | contrast between the present and the past con- 
in safety that peaceful shore where the grateful | dition of Syria, between the ‘ goodly land,’ 
spirit shall rest with God. formerly enriched with * plenty of corn and 
wine,” and this modern territory of rocks peo- 
—- pled with Arabs, a second /rabia Petra. 
ELLIOTT’S TRAVELS. ° Though now little is seen but desolation ; yet 
(Continned from page 961.) it is evident that the capabilities of the country 
: are great; there is not another of equal extent 
‘‘ Leaving Nabloos, we followed the course | calculated to supply food to so large a number 
of the valley between Gerizim and Ebal nearly | of inhabitants, and its present sterility is mani- 
as far as * Jacob’s well’ and his ‘parcel of festly the special result of the Divine will; an 
ground,’ and then turning to the right, ascend-| appointment in opposition to natural causes, 
ing the hill whereon Sychar is said to have| intended to establish the truth of Jehovah, and 
stood ; after which we entered a very fertile! to fulfil his denunciation against the idolatries 
plain, bounded on either side by the mountains | of his people.* * Your children and the stranger 
of Samaria, and indicating more cultivation than | that shall come from a far land shall say, when 
we -had yet seen in Syria. ‘Several ploughs | they see the plagues of that land, and that the 
were at work, and a large proportion of the land | whole land is not sown, nor beareth, nor any 
was tilled.’ grass groweth therein; even all nations shall 
‘* Passing in the same fertile plain, the vil-| say, Wherefore hath the Lord done thus unto 
lages of Khowarah and Leban, we halted to| this land? What meaneth the heat of this great 
refresh ourselves and cattle at a clear stream, anger? ‘Then men shall say, Because they have 
which we were told ~was the last we should see | forsaken the covenant of the Lord God of their 
for a considerable distance. Here we met| fathers, which he made with them when he 
with a rare instance of a peasant possessing | brought them forth out of the land of Egypt; 
information ; and, little as was the knowledge | for they went and served other gods, and wor- 
displayed, it excited remark ; so unusual is it| shipped them, gods whom they knew not, and 
for a Syrian labourer to know any thing beyond | whom he had not given unto them; and the 
his own daily requirements and the means of| anger of the Lord was kindled against this land, 
their supply. A man of whom we asked the| to bring upon it all the curses that are written 
name of the last-mentioned village, answered, | in this book.’ 
‘It is called Leban, it is the boundary between| ‘‘ At the season we saw them the valleys of 
the mountains of Jerusalem and Nabloos ;’ in| Judah had been plentifully watered by rain, and 
other words, between Judea and Samaria. were not even beginning to be parched by a 
‘Crossing the little brook, we quitted the|summer’s sun. As we contemplated the rich- 
kingdom of Israel and entered into Judea, a| ness of the herbage, the sleekness of the cows, 
land of such high former glory, such high future 
expectations, and such present degradation! 








* Deut. 29, 22—27. 
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and the large bowls of milk which the Arabs | 
presented to us, we frequently thought how | 
truly this might be called ¢ a Jand flowing with | 


THE FRIEND. 


little doubt can be entertained that it was the 
identical post of observation. ‘The view it 
commands is extensive. ‘To the north, close 


milk ;’ and believing, as we have evefy cause ‘underneath the mountain, is Jib, the ancient 
to do, that the * dibash,’ supplied as the sole|Gibeath of Saul; in the northwest, under a 


but most abundant accompaniment of bread, is | 


the ‘ honey’ of Scripture, we were compelled 
to acknowledge that it is equally * a land flow- 
ing with honey.’ But if * Judea Capta’ be 
such in the days of her barrenness and deser- 
tion, what must she have been when every 
particle of earth, acted on by the prolific pow- 
ers of nature, was stimulated to the utmost by 
the labours of an overflowing population; and 
when the genial rays of an ardent sun glowed 
on her, not as now, through the mist of God’s 
wrath, but through an atmosphere brightened 
by his smile, and accompanied with a principle 
of fruitfulness that distinguished the heritage of 
his favoured people as ‘a field which the Lord 
had blessed.’ 

** After a ride of three hours in Judea, we 
reached a village on a hill, called Ainberood, or 
The Cold Fountain, from a refreshing spring 
in its vicinity. The scarcity of water in Pales- 
tine renders such fountains highly valuable ; 
hence the frequent mention of them in Scrip- 
ture, the numerous similies deduced, and the 
many quarrels to which in the early history of 
the world they appear to have given rise. 

‘“* Three quarters of an hour beyond Ainber- 
hood is Betheel, the ancient Bethel. ‘The re- 
mains of a church of considerable size and 
beauty attest that this spot was regarded as 
sacred by the Christians of former days. The 
town which once stood here is no more; and 
now only heaps of stones point out where 
Jacob erected his rude altar; where, with a 
head recumbent on a stony pillow, he received 
the promise, ‘ In thee and in thy seed shall all 
the families of the earth be blessed ;’ and where 
he beheld in vision the free communication 
between earth and heaven opened to man 
through the promised Messiah. We carried 
away from the ruins a stone—the only thing 
to be found there, and the aptest possible em- 
blem of the first origin and present state of 
Bethel.* 

‘‘ Pursuing a direction to the westward of 
south we reached Beer, the spot to which 
Jotham fied to avoid the anger of his brother 
Abimelech.t 

«In the morning, resuming our journey, we 
made a détour to visit Ramah of Samuel, bear- 
ing west by south from Beer. A mosque is 
shown here, dedicated to the prophet, after 
whom it is called, and over whose sepulchre it 
is built. ‘The tomb is covered with a coffin, 
according to Mohammedan custom ; and there 
is little doubt that the holy man was born, 
died, and was buried{ on this mount, which 
for 3000 years has retained his name. Inde- 
pendently of this remarkable fact, we know 
that Ramah of Samuel was styled Ramathaim 
Zophim,§ or * The heights of the lookers-out,’ 
because it was the spot on which the scouts of 
the army of Judah were stationed in time of 
war to give early intelligence of the movements 
of an enemy; andsince this is the most ele- 
vated hill in the neighbourhood of Jerusalem, 
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* Gen. 28, 11, 18, 22. 
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chain of low hills bounding the vale of Sharon, 
is Bether, or Bethoran ; and beyond the vale, 
on the sea-coust, stands Jaffa, the ancient Joppa; 
in the middle of the plain, due west, is the re- 
presentative of Arimathea ; in the southwest is 
seen Modlin, the burial-place of the Maccabees ; 
towards the east is the site of the ancient 
Anathoth, the birth-place of Jeremiah, and 
crowning the landscape with its sacred interest, 
in the southeast Mount Olivet intimates the 
vicinity of the holy city. 

** Leaving Ramah, we arrived in an hour and 
twenty minutes at the ‘Sepulchres of the 
Judges.’ Of these there are six all much 
alike. Not very far from these are some se- 
pulchres, called, though perhaps erroneously, 
the * sepulchres of the kings of Judah.’ 

‘« Leaving on our left the hill of Skopos,* on 
which a portion of Titus’s army encamped, we 
caught the first indistinct glimpse of the build- 
ings on Mount Olivet, and within ten minutes 
Jerusalem burst on our view. For some weeks 
our minds had been deeply interested ; one spot 
afier another, fraught with Scriptural associ- 
ations, had passed rapidly in review before us; 
every day that elapsed, imagination became 
more active, and, as we approached the holy 
city, expectation was wrought up to its highest 
pitch ; but when, at last, the object of hope 
was realized, when Jerusalem was actually in 
sight, instead of an ecstasy of delight, our gen- 
sations were those of perfect calmness, tinged 
with melancholy ; the fever of anticipation was 
succeeded by a state of mental collapse, and 
when the eye rested on the prospect of great- 
est inter@st that earth can offer, a certain sense 
of incomplete satisfaction overshadowed the 
soul, and our feelings partook more of sorrow 
than of joy. There are many causes of sad- 
ness to the reflecting Christian for the first 
time entering Jerusalem ; it were scarcely pos- 
sible for him to tread this hallowed soil with a 
heart joyous and unburdened. Where’er he 
looks, whichever way he turns, he sees the 
effects of Divine judgment on the people and 
on the soil. In the absolute sterility of the sur- 
rounding mountains, he seems to behold a 
curse stamped on the face of nature by the fiat 
of the Most High, in accordance with the im- 
precation of the Jews on themselves and on 
their children.t But when he turns from the 
physical to the moral prospect, the climax of 
wo is complete. The favoured people of Je- 
hovah, and the avowed followers of the Mes- 
siah groan under the iron hand of an Egyptian 
despot; an unscriptural worship renders the 
name of Christian synonymous with idolater ; 
a mosque is erected on the site of the temple 
once honoured by the visible presence of deity ; 
the ‘ abomination of desolation’ stands in the 
holy place, and Ichabod ‘ is written upon the 
walls of Sion.’ 

‘The city is encompassed by walls appa- 
rently in a state of excellent preservation, and 
from its position on the slope of a hill it wears 


* So called from the view it commands of Jerusa- 
lem. + Matt. 27. 25. 


an imposing aspect. The splendid mosque of 
Omar, the numerous minarets rising in all 
quarters, and the domes of the church of the 
Holy Sepulchre, are the objects which princi- 
pally arrest the eye. 

‘* As we entered, several lepers were sitting, 
asking alms, outside the Bethlehem gate, and 
not far from them a number of females, covered 
with their long white veils, were reposing 
under the shade of a tree. We rode in on our 
mules, without asking permission or receiving 
insult, and proceeded to the house of Mr. 
Whiting. The room allotted to us was ‘an 
upper chamber,’ perched on the top of a high 
platform, which seemed like the roof of another 
house; it commanded a beautiful view of the 
city; while a stone, dropped from one of the 
fourteen unglazed windows, with which it was 
furnished, would have fallen into a piece of 
water surrounded with houses, and called the 
pool of Bathsheba, because supposed to be that 
in which she bathed, 

** Two valleys intersecting each other at right 
angles divide the city into four parts, which, as 
being more or less elevated, are called hills, 
though the valleys have been so filled up in the 
course of ages, that it requires some skill, and 
a little effort of the imagination to discern them. 
On the four hills, occupying respectively the 
southwest, northwest, northeast, and southeast 
corners of the city, history, sacred and profane, 
has stamped the imperishable names of Sion, 
Acra, Bezetha and Moriah—not that it is ascer- 
tained beyond a doubt that these names are now 
all accurately affixed ; but if something may be 
said against their application, much may be 
urged in its favour. Of Moriah there seems to 
be the least, of Sion the most, doubt. Some 
suppose the latter to have been on the other 
side of the valley of Hinnum, which bounds 
the hill now called Sion on the south. If the 
modern appellation be correct, part of the hill 
of Sion is at present included within the walls, 
and part is without. On the included portion 
are the Jew’s quarter and the palace of David ; 
on Mount Acra, the Christians quarter and the 
church of the Holy Sepulehre; on Moriah, 
where Abraham testified his faith,* and Solo- 
mon erected his temple, the mosque of Omar 
rears its stately form; not far from which, and 
close to Bezetha, is the site of the famous 
tower of Antonia. 

«The streets of Jerusalem are narrow, like 
those of all Syrian towns. ‘The houses are 
shabby, and the shops but poorly supplied. 
The nature of the principal articles exposed for 
sale, indicated that the city is supported chiefly 
by pilgrims, who joyfully spend here the little 
all they have accumulated in a life of toil. The 
manufactures consist of rosaries, made either of 
beads or olive stones from Gethsemane, of 
bitumen from the Dead Sea, of date stones, or 
of pearls ; besides these are crucifixes, amulets, 
and mother-of-pearl shells, prettily, but not 
skilfully carved and painted at Bethlehem. 

«The number of Jews in the city is va- 
riously stated, and in no part of Syria can any 
very accurate estimate be formed. Some sup- 
pose the Hebrews to amount to five or six 
thousand, of whom 4 large majority are females. 
Among them are individuals of all nations ; for 


* Gen, 22. 2, 
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the attractions Jerusalem offers to a Jew,’ was in the city of Bristol, and whilst travelling 
operate equally on the mind of Israelites born | abroad, he suffered many and grievous perse- 
in England, and Kamschata, Spain and Persia, | cutions for his testimony for the Truth. He 
Germany and Egypt. ‘The population, exclu-| was often in prison; he was frequently sorely 
sive of Jews, may amount to ten or twelve beaten; and by his dedication and quiet endu- 
thousand, of whom seven or nine thousand rance, he won a good report amongst the faith- 
may be Moslims. ful in Israel. He was one of the eee 
“The objects of note in Jerusalem divide Friends who signed the “Testimony against 
themselves into two classes. First, hose the Spirit of Separation,’ sent down by the 
whose interest depends on the degree of faith General Meeting in London, in the 3d month, 
the pilgrim can render to the tales of the 1666; his name is affixed to the episile on the 
Monks; such as buildings and localities un- discipline issued by that body in 1673; and he 
stamped by nature with any durable character. was one of those who put forth the declaration 
Secondly, ‘Those whose interest rests on the against Wilkinson and Story in 1677. 
comparative unchangeableness of the grand| In the year 1681 he was imprisoned at Bris- 
features of nature, such as mountains, valleys, | tol ; and again at the same place in 1682. 
and rivers; which, defying the infiuence of During this last confinement apparently over- 
superstition and time, must remain, to a certain come by the cruelties heaped upon him, and 
extent, as they were in the days from which by the offer of immediate deliverance if he 
they derive their original associations.” would promise to leave the country, he en- 
Desirous of judging, as far as possible, for|tered into a compromise with the enemies of 
ourselves, we went out by the Bethlehem gate, |‘Truth, and consented to fulfil their requirings. 
under the kind and judicious conduct of one of | How awful it is, for any, particularly those 
the protestant missionaries, and examined each! who have walked in obedience to the Lord, to 
side of Jerusalem, except its northern, by|go counter to the clear manifestations of his 
which we had first entered. In that direction} will. ‘Through this act of unfaithfalness, John 


its dimensions might once have been greater 
than at present, and there is every reason to 
suppose, that it extended to the sepulchres of 
the kings of Judah; on the other three sides 
the modern city is defined by valleys which 
constitute its natural boundaries; that on the 
west, indeed, is shallow, and there is no pal- 
pable absurdity in supposing that it might have 
been included, with a portion of the opposite 
hill, in the ancient Jerusalem ; but there can be 
little doubt that the two deep valleys which 


| obtained bodily liberty, but the shackles of sin 
became more firmly riveted on his soul. He 
‘could now attend the meetings of the Lord’s 
| people, but they no longer felt that unity with 
him, which bound him with them in one bun- 
dle of Love, whilst he was in bonds, a faithful 
confessor for the Truth. Some of them felt 
‘constrained to labour with him for his good, 
j but having taken the government on his own 
‘shoulders, he had lost the “gentleness of 
‘Christ,’” and became irritated with them for 





now appear on the south and east, namely, that| telling him the truth. John Whiting, a young 
of the son of Hinnom and that of Jehoshaphat, | man, then a prisoner for the Gospel’s sake, ad- 
must always have restricted the city in those | dressed the following letter to him. 
quarters within its present limits. y ° ' 
detecutiined ‘My anciently beloved Friend J. M. 
ae. My dear love to thee in the Truth, which never 
maT e changes, in which I often had, and still have, 
For “The Friend.” | reverend respect for thee, and many other 
UNFAITHFULNESS. servants of the Lord, as Elders of the Flock, 
The lives of those, who, after along period | over which the Lord hath made you Overseers, 
of dedication and faithfulness, have, for want) to walk before them in a holy and godly con- 
of watchfulness, swerved trom the truth, fallen| versation, blameless before God ; as good ex- 
from their religious standing, and gone down|amples unto them, among whom they have 
to the grave in darkness and despair, furnish |!aboured in the way of the Lord; and to the 
awful, yet salutary lessons to survivors. We/|convincing and confounding of all opposers 
have need, frequently, to be reminded that unre-| and a and answering God’s witness 
served obedience to the Lord’s will is our only|in all people, as good savours in their places, 
safety. If we give way to temptation, how-| even of life to them that are saved, and of death 
ever small we may think our error is, we|‘to them that perish. 
weaken our strength, deaden our faith, and pave| ‘* Ohy you ancients of Israel! How weighty 
the way for greater departures. We are called|is your calling! Who are called to follow the 
to perfection ; to an uncompromising submission | Lamb in the regeneration, and through patience 
to the teachings of the Holy Spirit; and it is|to overcome; as the Lord’s worthies, who 
only by a constant abiding in Christ, that we|never turned their back in the day of battle ; 
can reasonably look for that spiritual strength|neither did their swords return in vain; but 
from him, which will enable us to fulfil his re-| their weapons and bows abode in strength, and 
quirings. I have thought that a few practical| were, and are renewed in their hands, who are 
illustrations of the danger of departing from|bold and valiant; and victory is with them. 
what we know to be right might prove inte-| These are they that have followed the Lamb 
resting and instructive to the readers of “* The|in the many tribulations; whose garments are 
Friend.” washed and made white in his blood; who 
John M » was one of those, who, being} loved not their lives to the death, for his sake 
convinced of the Truth in the first 1ise of our| who is gone before, and was made perfect 
society, received a gift in the ministry of the| through sufferings; whom they are following 
Gospel and travelled extensively in the exercise| through persecutions and reproaches, life and 
of it,. At the place of his residence, which | death,—as seeing him who is invisible, 
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“Oh, my Friend! What shall I say unto 
thee, that thou knowest not already, even much 
more than [ can write or speak ? Yet my heart 
is stirred up to write unto thee, especially at 
this time, when I hear thou art quitting the 
field in this day of battle and sore exercise, 
wherein many suffer deeply for the testimony 
of a good conscience. Qh, that ever it should 
be said of thee, that thou shouldst turn thy 
back in the day of trial! 1 am grieved to 
hear thereof! Why wilt thou go away and 
leave thy Friends in holes and prisons, in dan- 
ger of their lives, behind thee? Many are apt 
to judge hardly of it, that thou shouldst offer 
to go away at such a time as this, when many 
suffer so deeply for the Truth’s sake. I hear 
thou hast obtained thy liberty out of prison 
upon that account, to go away. Oh, my an- 
cient Friend! Why wilt thou leaveus! My 
heart is sad, with many more, to hear thereof ! 
I did not think thou wouldst have accepted of 
thy liberty upon any such account. Remem- 
ber how thou hast blamed John Perrot in times 
past, for going out of prison on that account, 
when so many suffered in Newgate, London, 
in the year 1662 ; and their persecutors offered 
them, that if they would accept of their liberty 
and go out of the nation of their own accord, 
(into voluntary exile,) they should have their 
liberty, which he accepted of ; and never pros- 
pered after! And wilt thou do the same? I 
hope and expect better things of thee. Why 
wilt thou go away and leave a clog behind thee, 
to follow after thee as a burden? 1 know thou 
wast formerly very much against going to New 
Jersey, and ready to discourage any that were 
inclined that way ; and how is it that thou art 
now so much for going to Pennsylvania at this 
time? Not that | am against any’s going 
thither, so they go clearly ;—but only at such 
a time as this, for any to go to shup persecu- 
tion,—believing the blessing of God will not 
attend any such therein, whatever pretence any 
may make. It will strengthen the hands of 
the evil doers, and weaken them that are faith- 
ful ; and, therefore I could not be clear, ‘but lay 
it before thee, as my ancient loving Friend ; 
and if thou goest, take this as :ny last farewell, 
if I see thee no more, who am, thy true and 
loving Friend, 

“Joun Wuitine.” 


From my prison house at Ivel-chester, the 13th of the 
8th month, 1682. 


John Whiting remarks that J. M. threw the 
letter into, the fire and told a Friend that the 
writer ** was a forward lad.” 

The next year, 1683, according to his agree- 
ment with his persecutors, this unfaithful min- 
ister removed to Pennsylvania, and settled in 
Philadelphia. The reputation which he had 
earned in early life came with him, and for a 
time he appeared as a pillar in the church. 
But his strength was gone ; like a post decayed 
at heart, which needs but some unusual pres- 
sure to crush it, he stood in seeming stability, 
yet ready to fall at the first shaking of power- 
ful temptation. ‘That temptation came! In 
two years after his arrival in this country he 
had become addicted to immoral practices, in 
less than three he was disowned, and the tes- 
timony of his degradation, was read in a 
public meeting in this city. 
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sion of face, he, in the presence of a number 
of witnesses gave forth a paper against himself, 
wherein he says,—* If I had kept to my watch 
and been faithful to ‘Truth, | had never fallen 
into this snare. For many years | lived a 
blameless, innocent life, and walked in the way 
of truth ;—which was then my portion, though 
now I have wounded and grieved it through 
my disobedience to the Lord; for the which I 
am sensible the hand of the Lord and his judg- 
ments are upon me, both inwardly and out- 
wardly.”’ Such was his language; but as he 
was not willing to make the only remedy he 
was able for his evil conduct, his friends could 
not receive his acknowledgment. Called 
early to the ministry, through faithfulness to the 
i Lord’s will, and constancy in persecution, his 

' path was crowned with brightness, and he be- 
came a Father in the church; afterwards, 
through flinching from suffering, through de- 
parting from faithfulness, he weakened his re- 
ligious stability, and thus opened the way for 
the moral degradation, the shame and dishonour 
which darkened the close of his career. Let 
no one then who desires the prosperity of 
Truth, and the good of his own soul, fail to 
stand firm in the season of persecution and 
suffering, whatever may threaten, or whoever 
may advise them to bow. ‘The stability of a 
building often depends upon a single bolt; an 
arch is firm only as each portion is perfect; 
and no one knows but that if he gives away 
one iota of his spiritual strength, the whole 
edifice will not crumble in ruin. 

The following awfully striking narrative, 
was related by Samuel Fothergill, at a Quarterly 
Meeting in the North of England, and is a 
fitting conclusion to this subject. He said that 
once, whilst travelling in the work of the min- 






































bed. 
a good character from his youth, had been 
early in life appointed an Elder, and by a faith- 
ful, zealous discharge of his duty, he had given 
proof of being divinely anointed for that station. 
At the time of his appointment, and for some 















tion to the members of that meeting ; much 


semblies. 






















pestilences, had thinned them. 


istry, he had been called to visit an aged elder 
in our religious society, who was on his death 
This individual was one who bad borne 








years after, there appeared a heavenly visita- 







tenderness was among them, they were grow- 
ing in the Truth, and the power of the Gospel 
was oftentimes manifested in their religious as- 
The Elder, after continuing for 
years in the freshness and obedience of Faith, 
waiting with watchful dedication on the Mas- 
ter’s will, at last began to slacken his diligence. 
The world took hold of his affections and en- 
grossed his time ; he grew careless of the Flock 
of Christ, and although still of excellent repu- 
tation amongst his fellows, and walking in the 
4 form of godliness, he had lost the spirit ; and 
| what he did and said in the church, was but a 
lifeless imitation of his labours in earlier years. 
As his zeal declined, a corresponding falling 
away had taken place in the state of the meet- 
ing ; deadness and dryness had come over the 
members; dissentions had scattered them ; and 
the world, the flesh, and the devil, like deadly 








Now in his sickness, with death threatening 
him, with conscience accusing him, with the 
everlasting punishment that awaits the unfaith- 
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In this season of deep blushing and confu- ‘ful opening before him, this agitated individual 


awoke to an awful sense of his condition. The 
slighted visitations and reproofs of the Holy 
Spirit were now remembered, the broken 
covenants of his youth were recalled to mind, 
and a horror of deep darkness seemed to cover 
all his prospects of the future. 

During the interview which Samuel Fother- 
gill had with him, the sick man gave him an 
account, of which this is the substance. In 
the days of his youth he had a vision, in which 
the meeting he belonged to had been repre- 
sented to his view under the form of a green 
pasture field. It was a spot well enclosed with 
a thrifty hedge; the pasture was rich and ver- 
dant; a living spring rose in it, furnishing pure 
water to a flock of sheep, which appeared in 
good condition, and were remarkable for their 
snowy whiteness. Whilst he admired the 


paper, and in the printing of our late editions, 
both of the Bible and of the New ‘lestament, 
will induce a more extended sale, as well as 
make them more acceptable to the recipients, 
when distributed gratuitously. 

The stock of books on hand the Ist instant, 
was as follows, viz:— 


49 copies of the 8vo Bible without references, } 
133 * 


as ~ with “ 
444 « 24mo * Lesion 
430 “ * Testament, 
74 4 12mo “ 


164 copics of the 8vo Bible without references, .. 
| 


32 “ “ “ with “ = 
607“ 24mo “ b= 
325. CS “ Testament, 2 
500 12mo } “ 


The treasurer’s account shows, that in- 
cluding the balance in his hands at last settle- 


scene, he heard a voice which told him that he | ™€"' he has received $2816.06, from the fol- 


was to watch over that fold; to care for that 
flock ; to see after that hedge ; and to keep the 
fountain head of that water clean. He told 
Samuel that the vision had recently been re- 
newed to him. He had again beheld that en- 
closure. ‘The hedge was broken down; the 
pasture was burnt up; the diminished flock 
were weak and sickly, with their fleeces soiled 
and torn, and a venomous serpent lay in the 
fountain head and poisoned the waters. Again 


he heard the voice, it said, “all this will I re- 


quire at thy hand.”” No comfort or consola- 


tion could be administered to him; he passed | 
out of life in the fearful persuasion that unut- 
terable anguish and the worm that never dies, 
Alluding to 
the above case in a religious communication in 
this country, Samuel Fothergill declared, that 
the most awful sounds he had ever heard in his 
life, were those uttered by this aged man when 
speaking of the future condition of his immor- 


would be his portion forever. 


tal soul. 
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The Thirteenth Annual Report of the Bible 
Friends in America—read 
at the &nnual Meeting, held on the evening 


The Board of Managers present their thir- 


Since last report there have been issued 
from the Depository, 1136 Bibles and 621 
Testaments; of which 285 Bibles and 143 
Testaments were sold to auxiliaries ; 60 Bibles 
and 46 Testaments sent to auxiliaries on sale ; 
and 159 Bibles and 142 ‘Testaments furnished 
auxiliaries for gratuitous distribution among 
Several 
auxiliaries with whom Bibles and ‘Testaments 
have been deposited on sale, were authorised 
to draw from the stock on hand, and distribute 


An edition of 1000 copies of the 24mo. 
Bible in press a year ago, has been finished ; 
also 2000 copies of the 12mo. ‘Testament have 
been printed within the year; and an edition of 
1000 copies of the Reference Bible is e in 

re- 
vious to putting these editions to press, the 
stereotype plates were carefully examined, cor- 
It is anticipated, that the 
great improvement in the appearance of the 


lowing sources, viz :— 








Balance on hand Third mo. 3lst, 1842, $742.83 
Rec'd from Aux. Assoc., on ace’t. 67 
Do. do. donations, 2.50 
Do. do. to supply indigent t 40.00 
Friends with Bibles, i 
Annual Subscriptions, 120 00 
Sale of Bibles and ‘Testaments, 1111.06 
Donations, 150.00 
— 2073 23 
$2816.06 
The payments amount to $2519.33, viz: 
Salary to Agent, ; $250.00 
For Paper, . : 1127.05 
Two years’ Insurance on Paper, 

Books, &c. . 52.00 
Miscellaneous expenses, 68.17 
Rinding, . ° : 632.14 
Repairing Stereotype Plates, 129.17 
Printing, : . ‘ 260.80 

—— 2519.33 

Ralance due the Association Fourth 
mo. 12, 1842, 296.73 
$2816.06 





Reports have been received from ten auxili- 
aries, viz:—Philadelphia, New York, Pur- 
chase, Cornwall, Concord, Haddonfield, Blue 
River, White Lick, Westfield, and Duanes- 
burg. ‘They do not all give distinct answers 
to the queries, but from such as do, it appears 
that about 223 Bibles and 95 ‘Testaments have 
been distributed by them during the past year; 
most of which were gratuitously disposed of. 

One report mentions, that ** the wants of all 
applicants are promptly supplied.” 

Another, that ** There is no family of Friends 
within our limits, that have not a Bible; but 
there are many families that do not possess a 
copy for each of its members.”’ 

One says, “* We feel grateful that it has been 
in our power to be in some measure useful in 
aiding in spreading the Holy Scriptures, and 
of bringing to the dwellings of the destitute of 
our own religious Society this precious book. 
There are three or four families not duly sup- 
plied with a copy of the Holy Scriptures ; at 
least fifty members capable of reading, that do 
notown acopy. The income of the auxiliary 
is not sufficient to supply those within its 
limits, who are not duly furnished with the 
Holy Scriptures.” 

One auxiliary states, * When opportunities 
have presented for the gratuitous distribution of 
the Holy Scriptures in accordance with the 
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original design of our association, they have 
been embraced. Little has been done in the 
way of distribution since our last report, in 
consequence of the members of Society within 
our limits, being so situated as to preclude the 
necessity of aid in this respect. Notwithstand- 
ing we have been enabled to do but little in 
relation to distributing the Holy Scriptures, 
owing to causes above alluded to, yet we en- 
tertain a hope, that the important objects for 
which the parent association, as well as this 
auxiliary were formed, are advancing. If we 
properly appreciate the manifold blessings so 
liberally bestowed upon us by a bountiful Cre- 
ator, we shall be impressed with a sense of the 
responsibility that rests upon us, and be pre- 
pared to sympathize with our fellow-members 
who are less favoured, and thereby stimulated 
to persevere in aiding in the benevolent and 
Christian work, of placing within their reach, 
copies of the Holy Scriptures.” 

The following is an extract from one of the 
reports :—** In attempting to offer you our an 
nual report, we fear that we shall not be able 
to give you much encouragement in, as we | 
conceive, your very laudable object. We are 
sorry to say, that our members of this auxili- 
ary are decreasing, instead of increasing. It is 
painful to behold so many of our friends, who 
are in affluent circumstances, so backward in 
contributing to the object of the diffusing the 
beneficial reading of the Holy Scriptures. Our 
number of members consist of only eleven at 
present; we feel almost discouraged when con- 
vened in our small meetings for the purpose of 
the concerns of our auxiliary, but we are en- 
couraged to perseverance, by the evidence that 
the concern is owned by the great Head of the 
©hurch. We believe that each family of 
Friends, and the schools within our limits are 
pretty well supplied with a copy of the Holy 
Scriptures; though a large number of our 
youth, perhaps 250, who are capable of read- 
ing them, are not supplied.” 

From another: ‘ Eight families of Friends 
not duly supplied with a copy of the Holy 
Scriptures, and about 300 capable of reading 
the Bible, who do not own acopy. The in- 
come of the auxiliary is insufficient to supply 
those within its limits, who are not duly sup- 
plied with a copy of the Holy Scriptures.” 

One report says, ‘* We believe there is no 
family of Friends amongst us, destitute of the 
Holy Scriptures ; and although there is a con- 
siderable number of our children capable of 
reading, who do not own a separate copy; yet 
we believe there are none but what have free 
access to them.” 

Another: ‘ Although the smallness of our 
means prevents our doing much; yet we be- 
lieve if we are rightly engaged therein, we 
shall still find opportunities for usefulness, suf- 
ficient to keep alive our interest in the work. 
We therefore desire, that our auxiliary may 
yet continue quietly but faithfully to discharge 
the duties devolving upon it.”’* 





* Since the foregoing report was adopted, a commu- 
nication has been received from another auxiliary, by 
which it appears, that there are within its limits, com- 
prising 380 families, 692 individuals, including twelve 
families not supplied with the Holy Scriptures, It is 
proper to remark here, that the individuals spoken of 
as not supplied, are generally children and young per- 
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Four thousand dollars has been paid on ac-| salvation, through faith which is in Christ 
count of the mortgage on the real estate of the | Jesus.”’ 


association ; leaving $3.000 due thereon at the 
close of the year 1841. 
that time, amounted to $468.88. 

We have received official information that 
the late Joseph Ely, of Philadelphia, has be- 
queathed $1.000 to the association, to be paid 
on the decease of his widow. 


The managers*cannot conclude their report, 
without offering a word of encouragement to 
those in remote situations, who may find few 
disposed to co-operate in the important service 
which devolves upon the members of the Aux- 
iliary Associations. May such be afresh en- 
gaged, affectionately to set before Friends in 
their respective neighbourhoods, the responsi- 
bility of their standing, and how much they 
owe to each other, and especially to the youth, 
in this respect. ‘* From a child,” says the 
apostle, in writing to his beloved Timothy, 
** thou hast known the Holy Seriptures ;”’ and 
how many have had in after life to acknowledge 
as a blessing, an early and intimate acquaintance 
with the contents of the sacred volume. Things 
that were written aforetime, were written for 


| our learning and admonition, that we * through 


patience and comfort of the Scriptures might 
have hope.’’ How precious is the feeling, 
when the saving truths they record are opened 
to the mind, by Him whose love warmed the 
hearts of his humble and sorrowing disciples 
in primitive days, as He walked with them by 
the way, and opened to them the Scriptures. 

We believe the labours of this association 
have been the means of good to many, and that 
with suitable efforts, it is capable, under the 
Divine blessing, of much more extensive use- 
fulness. 

In referring to that portion of the younger 
members of Society who are not individually 
supplied with copies of the Holy Scriptures, 
we desire that no proper effort may be want- 
ing on our part, to supply this deficiency ; but 
that Friends may faithfully endeavour, in their 
families and neighbourhoods, to promote the 

| diffusion and daily reading of the Holy Serip- 
tures, ‘‘ which are able to make wise unto 





sons; a large proportion, or perhaps nearly all of 
whom, reside in families where there are Bibles, and 
of course have ready access to the sacred volume, 
though they do not themselves own a copy. It has 
been the desire of the association, that every person, 
young and old, who can read, should possess a copy 
of the sacred volume ; and the statements above alluded 
to, are made in answer to a query put forth by the 
association, with a view of turning the attention of the 
auxiliaries to this class, many of whom are apprentices 
or boarders in Friends’ families. 

In looking back, over the reports forwarded in 
former years, it is pleasant to observe, that the defi- 
ciencies reported have greatly diminished, notwith- 
standing the rapid increase of the Society in remote 
settlements were books are scarce and costly. We 
trast that Friends everywhere will be animated by 
these favourable results, with fresh interest and zeal in 
this work, to make a thorough search into the condi- 
tion of the members of every meeting, especially 
among the obscure and straitened, and take the requi- 
site measures to secure a full supply of Bibles for all. 
In this labour of love, opportunities may offer to en- 
courage the daily and serious vocal reading of the 
Holy Scriptures in families, with a suitable silent pause 
before and after ; a practice which lias been blessed to 
many, and which it is hoped Friends will be engaged 
te promote by their example as well as advice. 


Signed by direction and on behalf of the 


‘The sinking fund at) managers. 


Joun Carter, Secrefary. 
Philadelphia, Fourth month 13th, 1842. 


COMMUNICATED. 


Annual Report of the Managers to the Insti- 
tute for Coloured Youth. 


At the time of the last Annual Meeting, the 
farm belonging to-the. association, was, rented 
to Isaac Jones Jr., with whom the pupils of 
the Institute boarded, as stated in our last report. 
This arrangement continued during the year. 

In the summer season the boys were chiefly 
occupied in manual labour, under the care of 
John Harper, who has discharged the trust 
confided 1o him to the satisfaction of the board. 
He, however, not being qualified to attend to 
the literary instruction of the pupils, Eliza W. 
Hinchman was engaged for a term of six 
months to attend to that department, commenc- 
ing 10th of 9th month, 1841. 

During this period the scholars were with 
few exceptions, regularly engaged from ten to 
eleven hours a day, their time being nearly 
equally divided between manual labour with 
John Harper, and their literary instruction un- 
der E. W. Hinchman, who performed the 
duties of her station very satisfactorily to us, 
and greatly to the benefit of the pupils. 

The daily occupation of the pupils has been 
as follows, except when varied by the state of 
the weather. From the 9th month to the 3d 
month, they rose from 5} to 6 o’clock, the rest 
of the year about 5 o'clock, and attended to 
their studies generally half an hour before break- 
fast. After breakfast nearly two and a half 
hours were employed in school, and two and a 
half hours to three hours at labour. They 
dined near twelve, and after a time of recrea- 
tion they again engaged in labour about two 
hours, and an hour and a half to two hours in 
school. After supper an evening school has 
been held for sewing and knitting, with reading 
and reciting of one and a half to two hours, 
when they retire to rest. 

We have practical evidence of the value of 
the instruction which the pupils have received, 
and the variety of labour they can perform. 
They have made a number of articles of cloth- 
ing and bedding, and some other matters for 
the house. They assist materially in keeping 
their rooms clean and in good order, in wash- 
ing and ironing their clothes, and in preparing 
their meals. Some can mend shoes, others 
handle tools pretty well, and all are making 
commendable proficiency in the various 
branches of labour connected with the farm 
and garden. They have been as industrious 
and diligent in performing the labour assigned 
them as could be reasonably expected. ‘Their 
conduct during the year has been mostly satis- 
factory, and their improvement in school learn- 
ing very evident and gratifying. Spelling, 
reading, writing, arithmetic, and geography, 
are the branches mostly attended to. They 
have regularly attended Abington meeting, on 
first days, and generally on fifth days. On first 
days from three to four hours have also been 
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spent in reading the scriptures and other reli-| 
gious books, and in repeating scripture lessons. | 
The capacities of the pupils seem to be as| 
good as the average of boys of other classes. 

Several of them have manifested talents, which | 
it is probable will enable them to be very use- | 
ful, if rightly directed. ‘They have been gene- | 
rally favoured with good health, and it is plea- 
sant to be able to say they appear to be well 
disposed and contented. At the time of the 
last annual report there were eight pupils in | 
the institution. Five have since been admitted | 
and four have left—two on account of con-| 
firmed ill health, and two as unsuitable. 

All who are admitted are taken on trial, and 
the parents or guardians sign a paper agreeing 
to bind them to the institution, whenever they 





may be notified by the managers to do so; and | Marmaduke Cope, 


they ulso agree to take them away when re- 
quired, if they should not suit. A committee 
of two of the managers have visited the insti- 
tute weekly, with a few exceptions in the win- 
ter season, and in the 10th month nearly all of 
the board met there. On that occasion the 
pupils were examined in their studies, and 
their progress and general good conduct were 
found to be highly satisfactory. 

‘The managers having concluded to work the 
farm the ensuing year fur the exclusive benefit 
of the institute, it became necessary that we 
should employ a superintendant; we accord- 
ingly advertised for one, and in the 12th month 
received an application from Joseph Healy and 
wife, who appearing suitable, were engaged 
for one year, and entered upon their duties on 
the 10th of 3d month. 

We were aware that in making this arrange- 
ment we should be obliged to stock the farm 
and furnish the house, which would require a 
considerable outlay of money, but we believed 
we would be able to accomplish this, and pay 
the necessary expenses of the year, by using 
two legacies which had been given to the in- 
stitute, and thus avoid running the institution 
into debt. 

From the short experience we have had since 
the change, we find that we can give the labour 
of the boys a more profitable direction than 
under the former system. 

We have been cheered during the past year 
with substantial evidences of the interest taken 
in the institution under our care by several of 
its deceased friends. ‘The first legacy be- 
queathed to us was that of John Graham, a 
coloured man, who, by a long course of fruga- 
lity and industry, had acquired a litie property, 
valued at about 1000 dollars. In_ his last ill- 
ness, he was for a time at a loss how it should 
be disposed of at the death of his wife. A 
friend calling to see him at this juncture, was 
consulted in reference to it, who named to him 
several charitable institutions. He was finally 
informed of the Institute for Coloured Youth, 
and its objects explained to him. He very 
cheerfully united with our views, and directed 
all his property to be given to the institution 
at the death of his wife. 

The iate Isaac Jones, of Bristol township, 
Philadelphia county, bequeathed 1000 dollars, 
which has been received. William Allinson, 
late of Burlington, has directed $333,433, to be 
paid to us. 


Vee 


THE FRIEND. 


death of his wife. 
bers of our religious society. 

In conclusion, we have no hesitation in ex- 
pressing the belief, that if the institution is 
rightly supported, it may become very impor- 
tant in its influence on the class of persons for 
whom it was intended. 

Caspar Wistar, 
Secretary. 


Managers of the Institute. 


xeo. Williams, Blakey Sharpless, 
Philip Garrett, William Biddle, 
John Elliott, Caspar Wistar, 
Thomas Wistar, Jr. 
Mordecai L. Dawson, Josiah Dawson, 
John Farnum, 
Stephen P. Morris, Alfred Cope, 
Paul W. Newhall, 


THE JOURNEY OF LIFE. 


Mild bloom of youth, thy early day 
Devote to wisdotn’s guatded way ; 

So may thy growing strength prevail 
When storms thy noontide walk assail ; 
And peaceful rest at length befriend 
The evening vale, thy journey’s end. 





From Channing's ‘ Tribute to the Memory of Dr. Worcester.” 


Dignity of Labcur.—He was first settled in 
a parish too poor to give him even a scanty 
support; and he was compelled to take a farm 
on which he toiled by day, whilst in the eve- 
ning he was often obliged to use a mechanical 
art for the benefit of his family. He made 
their shoes; an occupation of which Coleridge 
has somewhere remarked, that it has been fol- 
lowed by a greater number-of eminent men, 
than any other trade. By the side of his work- 
bench he kept ink and paper, that he might 
write out the interesting thoughts which he 
traced out, or which rushed on him amidst his 
humble labours. The prejudice against manual 
labour is inconsistent with personal dignity—is 
one of the most irrational and pernicious, espe- 
cially in a free country. It shows how litile 
we comprehend the spirit of our institutions, 
and how deeply we are tainted with the narrow 
maxims of the old aristocracies of Europe. He 
was a man, uniting great intellectual improve- 
ment with refinement of manners, who had 
been trained under unusual severity of toil. 
This country has lost much physical and moral 
strength, and its prosperity is at this moment 
depressed, by the common propensity to for- 
sake the plough for less manly pursuits, which 
are thought however to promise greater dignity 
as well as ease. 


The birth of an insect and the creation of a 
world are alike the effects of God’s power. He 
extends that great central law which binds a 
plant in its sphere to the dew-drop that trembles 
on the leaf of the rose. He heaves the ocean 
and curls the surface of the sleeping lake. He 
plunges the cataract down its depth of thunder, 
and leads the gentle rivulet through the quiet 
vale. He unbinds the earthquake that is to 


We have also information that| overthrow cities, and lends music to the lay of 


Joseph Ely, late of Philadelphia, has bequeath-} the morning lark. 


ed $4000, to be paid to the association at the | 
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Wisdom shines every moment in the work of cre- 


The three last were mem- | ®t it glitters every day in the work of Providence ; 


but all the treasures of wisdom are hid in Christ.— 
Erskine. 
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THE FRIEND. 
FIFTH MONTH, 21, 1842. 

We place on record to-day the annual Re- 
ports of two of the institutions, Christian and 
benevolent in their objects, which may be con- 
sidered strictly as pertaining to Friends; for 
although, not recognised by any of the regu- 
ilarly constituted meetings of the Society of 





Joseph Scattergood, | Friends, yet the admission to membership in 


them respectively, is, exelusively restricted to 
members of that Society. The Report of the 
managers to the Institution for coloured youth, 
is truly gratifying; their operations, it is true, 
are yet on a small scale, and very judiciously 
thus limited, as we think, in the now incipient 
state of the concern, but the success attending 
the experiment exceeds our expectation, and 
gives fair promise of future more expanded use- 
fulness. The accession to the funds of the as- 
sociation by legacies, encourages the hope 
that others will be induced, in making their 
wills, to follow the example, and thus at no 
very distant period, place the institution upon 
a liberal foundation. 
actuated the mind of honest John Graham, the 
| coloured man, in the disposal of the fruit of his 
| thrift, is particularly worthy of note. 

The Bible Association Report is brief, but 
by no means deficient in interest. A considera- 
tion of special importance in our opinion, is, 
that the care and precision exercised in making 
corrections at every recurrence of a new im- 
pression, must create a character for the Bibles 
and ‘Testaments issued hy the Association, dis- 
tinct and peculiar to itself. The officers ap- 
pointed for the ensuing year are :— 

Samuel Bettle, jr., Secretary. 

Henry Cope, 7reasurer. 

Corresponding Members.—-John Paul, Thos. 
Evans, Thomas Kimber. 

Managers.—Thomas P. Cope, Jos. Snow- 
don, Benjamin H. Warder, John G. Hoskins, 
George Williams, Blakey Sharpless, Jeremiah 
Hacker, John Elliott, Joseph Rakestraw, 
Townsend Sharpless, Uriah Hunt, John Car- 
ter, George G. Williams, William M. Collins, 
Paul W. Newhall. 


Marriep, at Friends’ Meeting, Birmingham, Ches- 
ter county, on the 11th instant, Jusnua Jerrenis, to 
Racuet Hoorrs. 
——————————— 

Diep, at his residence in Columbiana county, Ohio, 
on Third day, the Ist of Second month, 1842, Jacos 
Hore, a member of Augusta Preparative and Sandy 
Spring Monthly Meeting, aged about 84 years. The 
deceased requested, and obtained a right in thé reli- 
gious Society of Friends, when about 60 years of age, 
and remained firmly attached to its Christian princi- 
ples ; often expressing, near his close, his sense of the 
goodness and mercy of the Almighty through our Holy 
Redeemer. 

, at Burlington, New Jersey, on the 16th of the 
fourth month last, Eprru, wife of Jostra M. Lawaig, 
in the 76th year of her age. 

, at his residence in Newlin township, Chester 
county, on the 29th of Fourth month, Jorz Harvay, in 
the 78th year of his age—a member of Bradford meet- 
ing. 








The good feeling which, 
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